Augustus, the temple of Tanit was restored in splendid proportions. A contemporary writer (known as ' Prosper'), who saw it first converted into a Christian temple and then destroyed, a few decades later, describes it as one of the wonders of the world. But the Romans knew not Tanit, and spoke confusedly of Juno, Venus, Diana, Minerva, and Ceres ; so, by a happy compromise, it came to be known as the temple of the ' celestial virgin,' or, briefly, the temple of the ' ccelestis.' Its worship, like the cult of Saturn and .ZEsculapius, was in full vigour until about 391. The proconsul
1 I am aware that Mr. Davis, in his Carthage, questions whether the Carthaginians ever admitted in their worship of Tanit the grosser features—of which the curious reader will find a description in M. Pierre Louys's Aphrodite—which were associated with the cult of Astarte (the Syrian equivalent of the Persian Tanit, the Greek Aphrodite, and the Latin Venus) in the East. But his data are very slender, and he himself gives a quotation from Augustine which outweighs them. I would also recommend the serious student of ethics and sociology to consider the very curious instance of religious taboo which is probably at the root of this appalling development of sacred prostitution, and the physical and physiological causes which were at work in the rise of unnatural vice in the East. These are well indicated in Rosenbaum's Geschichte der Lustseuche im Alterthume.